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PRESS RELEASE

SAN MATEO COUNTYWIDE WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PROGRAM       www.flowstobay.org

Earth Day Event Include Free Recycling of CFL’s
San Mateo County – Every April, Earth Day reminds individuals to ask what steps they can take to make their communities safer and healthier by protecting the environment.  Changing a light bulb tops many of the Green Tip lists, because compact fluorescent lights (CFL’s) save energy – and installing them at home is simple.  They have also become quite inexpensive, thanks to market competition and promotions by public utilities like PG&E.  They can last up to 7 times longer than an incandescent bulb as well - but what happens when they eventually burn out?  

At a recent press event at retail take-back partner Millbrae Ace Lumber, San Mateo County Board of Supervisors president Mark Church noted, “Fluorescent lamps last a lot longer than incandescent lamps . . .  but the problem is they contain mercury; and mercury is harmful to the environment.”  California’s ban on placing the used bulbs in the trash leaves many consumers wondering what to do with them instead.  Take it Back partnerships offer a convenient, free option for shoppers.  They simply stop in at a participating store and hand the used bulb to a store employee.  “The key is convenience.  People want to do the right thing; and we have to make it easy for them,” Supervisor Church emphasized. “And this is free.”

To help raise awareness about the importance of recycling fluorescent bulbs and the availability of free retail take-back throughout the County, special short-term collections are being held during the week of Earth Day, April 20-24th. San Mateo County cities and towns will be collecting CFL’s from the public, and providing them 
-- more --

with information about where to return their used bulbs the rest of the year.  
This temporary collection event is a joint partnership effort sponsored by San Mateo County Environmental Health and Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E).  The cities and towns participating are all member agencies of the San Mateo Countywide Water Pollution Prevention Program (SMCWPP), dedicated to raising awareness about water pollution in our creeks, the Bay and ocean; encouraging actions that prevent urban runoff pollution.  SMCWPP’s website, www.flowstobay.org, contains information about many steps individuals, businesses, and local governments can take to protect local waterways.  
Recycle CFL’s at the following locations: 
Residents are encouraged to bring CFL's to an employee only on the dates and times specified. 
	City
	Date 
	Time
	Location
	Address

	Burlingame
	April 18
	1pm-4pm
	Burlingame Public Library
	480 Primrose Road

	Burlingame
	April 22
	1pm-4pm
	Burlingame City Hall
	501 Primrose Road

	Colma
	April 20-24
	7am-3pm
	Corporation Yard
	601 "F" Street

	Daly City
	April 20-24
	7am-5pm
	Department of Water and Wastewater Resources
	153 Lake Merced Blvd.

	Daly City
	April 20-24
	8am-5pm
	City Hall Cashier's Office
	333-90th Street

	Hillsborough
	April 20-24
	Mon-Thur 8am-5pm, and Friday 8am-Noon
	Town Hall
	1600 Floribunda Ave

	Menlo Park
	April 22
	10am-2pm
	Menlo Park Library
	800 Alma St.

	Pacifica
	April 20-24
	8am-5pm
	Coastside Scavenger Recycling Yard
	1046 Palmetto Ave.

	Pacifica
	April 20-24
	8:30am -5pm 

And WED 8:30am-7:30pm
	Pacifica Police Department
	2075 Coast Highway

	San Bruno
	April 20-24
	8am-5pm
	City Hall, Public Works counter
	567 El Camino Real

	San Carlos
	April 20-24
	8am-10am And

12-2pm
	San Carlos City Hall, 1st Floor. Dial x263 at the front kiosk.
	600 Elm St.


Year-Round Retail Take-Back Partner Locations:  www.flowstobay.org/toxic
Get Involved in other Local Earth Day Events!
San Mateo County Earth Day Events are advertised on the website: www.flowstobay.org/earthday
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