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Bay Area Program Helps People Control Common Pests without Harm to Water Quality 
San Mateo County, CA, May 18, 2009 – What do you do when you have an ant emergency?  What do you do when weeds take over your yard?  Most often, you need a quick solution for pests that take over your home or garden. Today, people are just as concerned with getting rid of a pest as they are about protecting themselves and the environment from toxic pesticides.  In San Mateo County, a Bay area program called “Our Water, Our World” makes choosing less toxic pesticides and techniques easy for consumers.  This program sponsored by state and local government (San Mateo Countywide Water Pollution Prevention Program) is a public-private partnership with local retail stores who sell less toxic pesticides coupled with fact sheets on some of the most common problem pests.  Consumers are able to identify less toxic products by looking for “shelf talkers” (a blue label with a smiling sunflower that says “Less toxic to people and pets”) labeled on the shelves.  “These (products) are recommended as less toxic because we have determined that they will not cause as much of a problem for water pollution issues in San Francisco Bay and local creeks,” states Geoff Brosseau, “Our Water, Our World” Program Coordinator with Bay Area Stormwater Management Agencies Association.  

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has declared San Francisco Bay, the Delta, and many local creeks polluted by common home and garden pesticides. These pesticides reach our waters through both the sewer and storm drain systems due to normal use and improper disposal.  To address this problem, Bay Area water pollution prevention agencies are working to reduce the amount of pesticides entering sewer systems and storm drains. Sales data for the most popular pesticides in the country show that commercial applicators and consumers each account for about 50 percent of sales. So preventing pesticides from entering sewer systems and storm drains will take everyone's help.

Examples of toxic pest control products to avoid include:

· Aerosols and Home Foggers disperse chemicals in a way that significantly increase the risk of exposure to people and pets. 
-more-
Continued…examples of toxic pest control products to avoid include:
· Metaldehyde Snail Baits contribute to hundreds of pet poisonings per year. 
· Pyrethroids are a threat to water quality and are highly toxic to aquatic insects and crustaceans. Avoid products that end in "thrin". The exception to this is pyrethrin which is produced naturally from the chrysanthemum flower. 

· Lawn Pesticides are rarely, if ever, needed for home lawns. Chemicals in them are linked to adverse long term health effects. In particular weed and feed" type products, which mix fertilizers with pesticides, result in unnecessary pesticide use.
San Mateo County has 20 “Our Water, Our World” Partnership Store’s: 

· Brisbane Hardware, 1 Visitacion Ave, Brisbane

· Home Depot, 2 Colma Blvd, Colma

· Home Depot, 303 E. Lake Merced Blvd., Daly City

· Orchard Supply Hardware, 2245 Gellert Blvd, South San Francisco

· Sloat’s Garden Center, 675 El Camino Real, San Bruno

· Orchard Supply Hardware, 900 El Camino Real, Millbrae

· Orchard Supply Hardware, 1010 Metro Center Blvd, Foster City

· Golden Nursery, 1122 Second Ave., San Mateo 

· Home Depot, 2001 Chess Drive, San Mateo

· Carlmont Ace Hardware, 1029 Alameda De Las Pulgas, Belmont

· Carlmont Nursery, 2029 Ralston, Belmont

· Home Depot, 1125 Old County Rd, San Carlos

· Wegman’s Nursery, 492 Woodside Rd., Redwood City

· Orchard Supply Hardware, 2110 Middlefield Road, Redwood City

· Roger Reynold’s Nursery, 133 Encinal Ave, Menlo Park
· Al’s Nursery, 900 Portola Rd., Portola Valley

· Home Depot, 1781 East Bayshore Rd, East Palo Alto

· Linda Mar Hardware, 560 San Pedro Ave, Pacifica

· Half Moon Bay Nursery, 11691 San Mateo Rd., Half Moon Bay

· Ocean Shore Hardware, 111 Main St., Half Moon Bay
 “Our Water, Our World” partnership stores assist consumers in managing home and garden pests without using hazardous materials.  Fact sheets and shelf talkers located in 20 partnership stores in San Mateo County make it easy for the public to identify safer alternatives to conventional pesticides.

For information: http://www.flowstobay.org/controlpests or http://www.ourwaterourworld.org
Contact: spratt@co.sanmateo.ca.us
Phone: 650-372-6245
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