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Local “Green Streets” Guidebook Wins Statewide Planning Award

San Mateo County, CA, July 28, 2009 – The San Mateo County Sustainable Green Streets and Parking Lots Design Guidebook received the 2009 Award for Innovation in Green Community Planning from the American Planning Association, California Chapter (APA California).  APA California’s annual planning awards are the highest honors given by this organization of more than 6,500 practicing planners, citizens, and elected officials committed to urban, suburban, regional, and rural planning in California.
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Published in January 2009 by the City/County Association of Government’s San Mateo Countywide Water Pollution Prevention Program (Countywide Program), the guidebook illustrates how streets and parking lots can be designed to manage stormwater in a more sustainable and natural way.  The guidebook has been praised by U.S. Environmental Protection Agency staff as having national significance, and it has already influenced the construction of two completed demonstration projects: a green parking lot at Brisbane’s City Hall, and the Belle Air/Third Avenue green street in San Bruno. And on July 20, Daly City began construction of a stormwater bio-filtration project to improve stormwater quality at the Gellert Park/Serramonte Library parking lot.
Green streets and green parking lots are designed to mimic drainage patterns of the natural landscape.  Pollutants are removed as stormwater runoff flows into landscaped “rain gardens” or swales, where it can soak into the ground as plants and soil filter out pollutants.  Green streets and parking lots are designed to convert stormwater from a waste directed into a pipe, to a resource used for watering plants and replenishing groundwater. This innovative approach to stormwater management can also enhance pedestrian and bicycle access and safety, contribute to traffic calming, add urban green space and wildlife habitat, enhance neighborhood livability, increase community and property values, help deepen residents’ sense of connection with the 
-more-

natural environment, and control localized flooding and heat island effects.  
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The San Mateo County guidebook was prepared for the Countywide Program by the landscape architecture firm Nevue Ngan, of Portland, Oregon, and Sherwood Design Engineers of San Francisco.  One of the nation’s leading cities in implementing green streets, Portland now has
waiting lists of neighborhoods that want green streets. Many of the guidebook’s practical insights for successful green street and parking lot implementation were proven by experience in Portland, but its most powerful images are a series of “before and after” sketches of retrofit opportunities specific to San Mateo County. Whether a site is located in a low or high-density residential neighborhood, a commercial “main street” district, along an arterial street, or within a small or large parking lot, the guidebook provides a bold vision of what sustainable stormwater design could look like in San Mateo County.  
Funding for the guidebook was provided by a countywide vehicle registration fee allowed by Assembly Bill 1546 authored in 2004 by Assembly Member Joseph Simitian, and subsequently extended with Senate Bill 348 in 2008 by Senator Simitian.  This fee also helped provide grants for green street and parking lot demonstration projects in San Mateo County, including the projects in Brisbane, San Bruno and Daly City, described above.

As green streets and parking lots begin taking root in San Mateo County, similar projects are expected in other parts of the Bay Area.  The Regional Water Quality Control Board’s February 2009 draft version of the Municipal Stormwater Regional Permit, which will ultimately apply to more than 70 Bay Area municipalities, includes a draft requirement for implementing 10 pilot green streets throughout the region by 2013.
More information about the Sustainable Green Streets and Parking Lots program can be found at: http://www.flowstobay.org/greenstreets
Brisbane City Hall Green Parking Lot http://www.flowstobay.org/ms_greenstreets_brisbane.php
San Bruno Green Street Creek at Belle Air/Third Avenue http://www.flowstobay.org/ms_greenstreets_sanbruno.php
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Rain Garden at Brisbane City Hall �An underdrain system beneath the rain garden carries treated stormwater runoff to the Brisbane Lagoon and out to the Bay














