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CALIFORNIA COASTAL CLEANUP DAY CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY

Families, students, service groups and neighbors will come together to clean up 
thirty sites throughout San Mateo County
SAN MATEO, Calif. – This year marks the 25th Anniversary of California Coastal Cleanup Day- that’s 25 years of protecting and restoring our beautiful California waterways and communities.  People of all ages can help make San Mateo County cleaner and greener by scouring beaches and watersheds on September 19th during California Coastal Cleanup Day, the largest volunteer event of its kind in the state.

Families, students, service groups and neighbors will have the opportunity to help out at more than 30 cleanup locations across San Mateo County. All it takes is to show up at 9 a.m. with the desire to help keep the County beautiful and the marine environment healthy.

Coastal Cleanup Day is sponsored by the San Mateo Countywide Water Pollution Prevention Program and California Coastal Commission. This is the 25th year thousands of Californians will work together along beaches, shorelines and inland waterways to clear cigarette butts, cans, bottles, plastic bags, grocery carts, old tires and other debris.

Last year, more than 3,800 volunteers in San Mateo County removed 35,000 pounds of trash and 6,000 pounds of recyclables. Statewide, more than 73,000 volunteers hauled off a record 1.6 million pounds of trash and recyclables that would otherwise soil the state and threaten the health of wildlife.

The vast majority of the debris wasn’t dropped on beaches or tossed into a watershed. Instead, most of the debris started out as garbage on urban streets and was carried by storm drains or blown by the wind.  As a result, this year new sites have been added to include neighborhood cleanups. 
“We are all connected to the shoreline and creek banks by storm drains,” said Ana Clayton, San Mateo County Cleanup Day Coordinator. “The storm drains whisk litter you see on the sidewalk to our waterways. Most storm drains don’t flow to a sewage treatment plant. They flow to our vulnerable waterways. It’s important to remember that we need to do our part and keep trash and pollutants out of storm drains before they reach the ocean and Bay.”

Volunteers are encouraged to show up at any of the following cleanup locations in San Mateo County at 9 a.m. on September 19th. Most cleanups end by noon. 

For more information about the San Mateo Countywide Water Pollution Prevention Program or cleanup sites within San Mateo County, visit www.flowstobay.org/litter  or call (650) 372-6214. For information on statewide locations and this year’s corporate sponsors, visit the California Coastal Commission at www.coast4u.org. 
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