Volunteers scour the coast to keep beach clean
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On Saturday morning, eight Coastside beaches will be purged of a year’s worth of lingering fishing line, beer bottles and cigarette butts as part of the world’s largest one-day cleanup event.

During last year’s effort, which marked the event’s 25th year, 4,264 volunteer beachcombers picked up more than 44,000 pounds of trash and recyclables on beaches in San Mateo County. More than 500 Coastsiders came out last year, with a whopping 156 volunteers picking up litter at Surfer’s Beach, 83 at Poplar State Beach, 75 in San Gregorio and 80 in Pescadero, organizers say.

Coastal Cleanup Day dates back to 1985 when the California Coastal Commission took Oregon’s lead and invited volunteers to show up at their local beaches and pick up trash. About 2,500 folks turned out for the inaugural beach cleanup day. Now, across 53 of the Golden State’s 58 counties, the number of volunteers is closer to 80,600 and the amount of gunk they pick up nears 1.3 million pounds.

This year, Coastal Cleanup Day is trying to clean up its own act. To reduce the amount of debris the actual event creates, the day’s organizers — the California Coastal Commission and partner organizations — are implementing a “Bring Your Own” policy for supplies like reusable bags, buckets, gloves and water bottles. “It’s time for the cleanup to make every effort to become a zero-waste event,” statewide Director of Coastal Cleanup Day Eben Schwartz said in a prepared statement.

The California Coastal Commission continues to organize the event, but for the county cleanup locations it is now joined by the San Mateo Countywide Water Pollution Prevention Program, the Ocean Conservancy, Fitzgerald Marine Reserve and other local partners. Organizers point out that Coastal Cleanup Day isn’t only about cleaning trash from waterways but also fosters community awareness.

California Coastal Cleanup Day

9 a.m. to 12 p.m., Sat., Sept. 25

• Pillar Point: Meet near Kayak Co.

• Poplar State Beach

• Francis State Beach

• Mirada Surf West

• Montara State Beach: north lot.

• Pescadero State Beach: north lot.

• Pistachio State Beach

• San Gregorio State Beach
