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Clean Water. Healthy Community.



DRAFT


Public Information and Participation (PIP)

 Subcommittee Report

Meeting Date: September 8, 2009
Requested Technical Advisory Committee Action or Feedback/Guidance: None needed at this time. 
C/CAG Coordinator’s Update 
A goal date of October 14, 2009 as been set for the adoption of the Municipal Regional Permit.  The effective start date for the new requirements to be carried out will be determined – looking at January 1, 2010 as start date, last half of this fiscal year.
School Assembly Program
· 1 year contract with Zun Zun for $10,000

· Perform between 17 and 25 fifty-minute musical assembly shows annually for school-aged children. The shows will take place at elementary schools for grades K-5.   
· Must perform in at least ten different cities within the County in 2009/2010.  A substitute location (e.g. library, community center, city festival) for performance may be done with approval from Environmental Health.  

· Next Formal Request for Proposal will go out April 2010.  Looking for PIP representatives to volunteer to evaluate proposals.  Shelly Rieder, City of Millbrae volunteered. 
Zun Zun www.zunzuntunes.com
Banana Slug String Band www.bananaslugstringband.com available for school performances – contact Sarah for pricing information if interested in having them perform in your city.  City of Millbrae has hired them for school-age performances and said they can tailor for an older crowd too.
California Coastal Cleanup Day
· Event date: September 19, 2009 from 9am to noon. Over 300 participants have registered as of 9/8/2009.

· Letter inviting schools to participate in CCD on Friday Sept. 18, 2009 with 3 posters was sent to all San Mateo County public schools. The following schools are participating: EPA Charter School, Menlo-Atherton HS, Westmoor HS, Ben Franklin Middle School, Woodside HS

· Press release will be sent out this week. Currently advertising event in Newspaper calendars: The Almanac, San Mateo Daly Journal, HMB Review
· Promoting “Take it to the streets all year round” campaign and asking participants to bring their own bucket to reduce plastic bag use. 
· New cleanup sites: Rotary Park (Millbrae), North Fair Oaks (RWC), Pilarcitos Creek (HMB), Colma Creek (Private Cleanup)  
· Over 300 participants have pre-registered. 
Community Action Grant
Discussion on due dates, project lead, and forming work committee to review project applicants.  Vern Bessey, San Mateo had been lead in the past and will help new lead get oriented to the process. 

Follow-up Questions for Vern Bessey (City of San Mateo): Does SMC RCD qualify for applicant status? -if gov agency “no”, need to find out how the Resource Conservation District (RCD) is funded.  Does water monitoring qualify?Decision: Elizabeth Claycomb, City of Pacifica, will be the project lead for this year’s grant.  Mike volunteered to be part of the review committee. Application due date will remain November 20, 2009 and notification will be sent out early January 2010. The final project report will be made more consistent – with required cover sheet that summarizes expenses in a spreadsheet format, so that it is easier to read when submitted to C/CAG.
Countywide Outreach Event
Six outreach events were voted on for Environmental Health Staff to cover:  Pumpkin Festival, Home Show, Flower and Garden Show, Dream Machines, Maker Faire, and Sunset Weekend.

Decision: The Home Show at the Cow Palace was voted as the event EH staff will attend.  Date: March 26-28, cost $800, 20,000-25,000 expected attendees with majority local San Mateo County residents.  Will need to evaluate the effectiveness of event in annual report – can survey resident’s on where they live and possibly have an incentive for them to fill out a more in-depth survey.  Can compare attendance to the number of people we reached at the County Fair or other community events.

Green Gardener Program
Vern Bessey was not in attendance, so Sarah Pratt gave brief update on the Green Gardener Program information that was sent to her by Vern.  Vishaka Atre from SCVURPPP gave a presentation on the Green Gardener Program at the last Parks/IPM Work Group Meeting.  SCVURPPP was able to incorporate this training program for landscape maintenance workers in a cost efficient manner with respect to their own PIP budget.  Enrollment was 20-25 per class in English and Spanish.  Is this something we would like to bring here?  What are recommendations from Parks/IPM?  Best to wait to see what the language is in the permit – may have specific reference to promoting Bay Friendly standards/training.

Follow-up: Re-address this agenda item at the November meeting with more information from both the Green Gardener and Bay Friendly programs.

Mercury: Household Hazardous Waste Program Updates
CFL Recycling Locations Ads have been running and will run in the San Francisco Examiner, The Daily Journal, The Daily News, Half Moon Bay Review magazine, and the San Francisco Chronicle.  Online Advertising will be on SFGate.com for a 2-month period starting in September.  Ads are paid for by PG&E in partnership with County Environmental Health.  
A reminder:  The County Household Hazardous Waste Program has stopped sponsoring the mercury thermometer exchanges.  If your city does want to continue doing the thermometer exchanges, where residents bring in mercury thermometers to exchange for digital thermometers, you will need to make pre-arrangements with Elizabeth Rouan (Program Coordinator HHW).  Elizabeth’s phone number is: 655-6202.  There is a cost to dispose of the mercury that would be charged to your city:  $12/pound.  Resident’s may still bring them in by appointment with other HHW.
Our Water, Our Word & Master Gardener Presentation
Fall Site Visits

· Visited 9 out of 20 stores so far.  Will finish visiting all by the end of September.

· Sending Letters to Home Depot stores to update them on site visits.  Reminding them of the importance of keeping the shelf talkers up and paying attention to the literature racks so as not to crush them.  Sent letter with “Memo” from corporate office in support of the program.

New fact sheets 

· Gophers, moles, and voles - fact sheet is in final stage of editing; e-version only

· Squirrels -interest in the program developing a fact sheet for this sometime pest. 
Master Gardeners Presentation on “Reducing Pollutants in our Watersheds” will be done by Sarah Pratt on September 23, 2009 with focus on Our Water, Our World and Bay Friendly Gardening information.
EH Work plan Status
C.7. b Advertising Campaigns: Urban Pesticide Campaign (Year 1 of 5) 50 hours of research to be started November-January, can solicit feedback on findings and recommendations at January PIP meeting, and March PIP could present plan of action for this campaign (may have members vote on plan).  

C.7.c Media Relations – Use of Free Media

· 7/28/09 “Local “Green Streets” Guidebook Wins Statewide Planning Award” with local coverage in San Mateo County Times, and Bay Estuary News.

· 9/3/09  Press release for Coastal Cleanup Day

· Planned: October Press Release on First Rainfall

C.7.d Stormwater Point of Contact

New items on website:

Email subscription service for updates to web pages through Gov Delivery (County sponsored trial for one year and then evaluate)  People can also sign up through the County Website under “Pollution Prevention” or by going to the individual page on www.flowstobay.org for: Community Action Grants, Community Events, Green Streets and Parking Lots, New Information, In The News Press Room, Less Toxic Pest Control, Litter Reduction & Coastal Cleanup Day, Newsletter, Resources for Teachers and Schools.  It says at the top “Sign up to receive e-mail updates for this page”
	Comparison to Last Year www.flowstobay.org 
	 
	 

	Month
	# of visits
	 
	# of pages viewed

	Year
	09/10
	08/09
	09/10
	08/09

	July 
	      4,711 
	N/A
	      18,608 
	N/A

	August 
	      4,735 
	       1,996 
	      24,858 
	            8,139 


Most Popular Pages for July-August

August 2009

1. 1446
Calendar of Events
Community
August '09

2. 1206
Litter Reduction
Community
August '09

3. 1060
Fall 09 Newsletter
Community
August '09

July 2009

1. 1388
View Calendar Entry
Calendar
July '09

2. 1014
Calendar of Events
Community
July '09

3.  790
    Sustainable Streets
           Municipalities
July '09

C.7.e Public Outreach Events

1. 8/20/2009 Hot Harvest Nights Farmers Market, San Carlos (Thursday 4-8pm) 65 people

2. 8/23/2009 North Fair Oaks Festival, unincorporated Redwood City (Sunday) over 300 people

3. 9/3/2009 Farmers Market Serramonte Shopping Center, Daly City (Thursday 9-1)

Upcoming Events

1. 9/12 Colma Embrace the Earth Picnic

2. 9/26-9/27 Fog Fest, Pacifica (help for one day with City of Pacifica)
Subcommittee Work That Affects Other Subcommittees:  N/A
Next Meeting Date:  

November 10, 2009 – 10 am to noon at San Mateo County Environmental Health,    
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