
APPENDIX B:  Potential Green Street and Parking Lot Constraints Survey

Many of the new technologies suggested 
within the guidebook represent a break 
from traditional stormwater management 
practices.  New technologies represent 
progress towards a more natural, integrated 
management strategy.  However, with change 
comes doubt, and some stakeholders fear 
negative repercussions that may result from 
adopting these new technologies.  Developers, 
contractors, designers, and regulatory agencies 
are all undergoing a learning process through 
which all parties are gaining familiarity with the 
critical elements of green street and parking 
lot projects.  

In February 2008, the SMCWPPP invited 
member municipalities within the City/
County Association of Governments (C/
CAG) to participate in a survey to determine 
the potential barriers (constraints), real or 
perceived, in implementing green streets and 
parking lots within their respective jurisdictions.  
Participants of the survey were asked to rank 
several barriers to implementation in order 
of importance/significance.  There were 27 
different constraints identified in the survey, 
which were organized in four different sections, 
as follows:

Policy and Communication Constraints
Site Characteristic Constraints
Design-Related Constraints
Construction/Long-Term Maintenance 
Constraints

Each respondent was asked to rate the 
perceived barriers on a scale of 1 to 5.  A 
constraint that ranked closer to the value of “1” 
is more significant than one ranking closer to 
“4”.  The results were tallied and the perceived 
constraints ranked within each category as 
shown in the table on the opposite page.

The information gathered from the survey’s 
respondents helped in gauging how to best 
address their concerns within the guidebook. 

•
•
•
•

However, many of the concerns are policy 
related and need to be addressed outside of 
the scope of the guidebook.   Addressing these 
“real-world constraints” is a critical component 
in providing a region-wide program.  This 
guidebook provides potential solutions, or 
at least, a basis for discussion of how specific 
concerns can be mitigated. 

Survey Results

There were 17 responses from 13 different 
municipalities. The following page shows the 
actual survey that was sent to various public 
works staff as well as the tallied results and 
individual rankings of each potential constraint.    
Some of the results are fairly typical of most 
cities looking to implement green street 
efforts for the first time.  Other responses are 
interesting to report and help reinforce need 
for this design guidebook.

Those that participated in the survey 
predominantly expressed concern over policy/
programming-related issues as opposed to 
design-related constraints.  Factors contributing 
to this result could include: 1).  People are 
looking through a lens of creating a very large 
and widespread approach to implementing 
green street programs rather than a smaller-
scale, start up program; 2).  There is not 
enough design-related information available 
regarding green streets and parking lots to 
trigger design concerns; or 3). There was 
simply more of an emphasis on policy-related 
questions presented in the survey than design 
questions.  

Regardless, it is important to note that design 
and policy go hand in hand.   The goal of the 
guidebook is to provide support for building 
successful demonstration projects that will 
ultimately supplement future discussion of 
policy issues associated with the larger and 
wide-spread application of green streets and 
parking lots in San Mateo County.  
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