[image: image1.png]~ SAN MATEO COUNTYWIDE

= WaterPollution Prevention Program

Clean Water. Healthy Community.





Watershed Assessment and Monitoring (WAM) Subcommittee Report
Meeting Date: February 14, 2008
Subcommittee Action:  None.
Requested Technical Advisory Committee Action or Feedback/Guidance (if any):  None.
Other Information/Announcements:

· Jon Konnan announced that because of the uncertainty surrounding the Municipal Regional Permit (MRP), this year's WAM component work plan would be essentially the same as last year's, pending approval by the TAC.

· Mark Chow gave a presentation on the County's quarterly walks of Colma Creek.  City of South San Francisco staff also participates in these walks.  The WAM subcommittee was interested to see how these walks compare with our Unified Stream Assessment (USA) creek walks and trash assessments.  The purposes of the County's creek walks include:

· Identifying and documenting potential maintenance issues related to structural or hydrologic conditions.

· Identifying and documenting potential maintenance issues related to trash and illegal dumping.

· Performing follow-up maintenance based on findings.

Mark showed some examples of problems such as erosion alongside the channel and trash/dumping issues.  He also showed some examples of mitigation including trash removal programs.  For example, a vacant Southern Pacific Rail Road parcel upstream of Utah Avenue and adjacent to the channel was cleaned up as the result of City of South San Francisco enforcement actions.  In addition, the San Mateo County Sheriff's work program provides laborers to periodically remove trash from three habitat mitigation sites along the channel downstream of Utah Avenue in South San Francisco.  Annual quantities of trash removed in 2005, 2006 and 2007 were 5.7, 13.8 and 64.0 cubic yards, respectively.  This information is incorporated into the trash removal data reported in the Municipal Maintenance Activities section of SMCWPPP's Annual Report.

· Jon briefly reviewed the status of current WAM Component projects:

· USA Fieldwork and Report - Fieldwork in seven San Mateo County watersheds was completed in November 2007.  Data collected in the field was entered into Excel spreadsheets in January 2008.  GIS shape files showing the location of study reaches and impacts will be completed this month.  A draft report is scheduled to be completed by the end of March 2008.
· Trash Assessments - Trash assessments were conducted at seven sites in four watersheds during fall 2007.  Assessments will be conducted at the same seven sites during March 2008.  A draft report is scheduled to be completed by the end of April 2008.
· San Francisquito Creek Sediment TMDL - EOA has completed review of the San Francisco Creek Sediment TMDL Preliminary Project Report and supporting studies, and plans to develop a draft response letter to the Water Board by the end of this month.
· Stream Management for Landowners - SMCWPPP is preliminarily exploring developing a stream management program for landowners in San Mateo County, mainly as a follow-up to some of the issues documented during recent USA creek walks (e.g., erosion and unsound erosion control practices).  A draft memorandum is under preparation.
· Dermot Casey briefed the group on the January kickoff meeting of the SMCWPPP web page redesign work group.  The web page will serve as an outreach tool (e.g., to make WAM component reports available) and also as a tool for staff that participate in SMCWPPP (e.g., to provide meeting agendas and summaries).  Dermot also briefed the group on the recent hearing related to the County's effort to develop a watershed ordinance.
· Jon gave the same presentation he had given the day before on behalf of BASMAA at the PCBs TMDL adoption hearing.  BASMAA has worked with Water Board staff to resolve some issues but still has some concerns about the TMDL including the pollutant fate model used in the TMDL, responsibility for PCB site cleanups and the potential financial burden on local agencies.  The TMDL was adopted by the Water Board.

Subcommittee Work That Affects Other Subcommittees:  None.
Next Steps:
· EOA's FY 2007/08 scope of work includes development of a strategy to address trash in creeks.  This task is difficult to complete at this time because of the uncertainty surrounding the MRP.  Matt Fabry suggested that we document SMCWPPP's past trash-related activities (including trash assessments of problem areas in creeks throughout the County) and our general future strategy for possible presentation at the upcoming initial MRP hearing.  Jon agreed to prepare this document in the near future.

Next Meeting Date:  Jon will contact group about next meeting, which may be the group’s annual fieldtrip.  It was also suggested that we look into the possibility of moving the CII and work group meetings that follow the WAM Subcommittee meeting to the same location as the WAM Subcommittee meeting.  This would make it easier for people attending two or more of these meetings.
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