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Watershed Assessment and Monitoring (WAM) Subcommittee Report
Meeting Date (Field Trip): June 12, 2008
Subcommittee Action:  None.
Requested Technical Advisory Committee Action or Feedback/Guidance (if any):  None.
Other Information/Announcements:

· This year's WAM Subcommittee field trip focused on trash impacts to urban creeks.  Attendees included EOA staff, WAM Subcommittee representatives, and municipal maintenance staff from the City of San Mateo.
· The group visited two creek sites along San Mateo Creek that were previously assessed for trash during FY 06-07: 1) the Caltrain station crossing in downtown San Mateo and 2) the Claremont Avenue crossing in a residential area approximately two blocks further downstream. EOA staff presented a summary of the methods and approach currently being used by the SMCWPPP to identify and characterize trash problem areas in urban creeks.  Unified Stream Assessment (USA) creek walks are used to identify problem areas and the Urban Rapid Trash Assessment (URTA) protocol is used to further characterize selected problem areas with relatively high levels of trash.  Information was provided to the field trip participants showing the location of all documented trash impact sites in San Mateo Creek.  URTA scores and photographs from each site were also provided to the group and discussed.  The group discussed the two basic ways we are using the URTA:
· to record baseline conditions for the trash problem areas we have identified in urban creeks.

· to collect data that will help identify sources of trash to these problem areas.

· EOA summarized the major types of trash items documented at the two assessment locations, as well as potential trash sources and pathways associated with each site.  These include 1) littering from pedestrians, primarily at bridges; 2) illegal dumping at bridges; 3) illegal dumping behind private residences, primarily apartment complexes; 4) homeless encampments under bridges; and 5) transport and deposition of trash from upstream sources, including storm drain catchments draining commercial areas along major transportation corridors such as El Camino Real.  It was noted that relatively little trash has been found above El Camino Real in most creeks.
· A homeless person was present at the Claremont Avenue site.  The group discussed how societal problems such as homeless encampments contribute significantly to trash problems in creeks in the Bay Area and a comprehensive public policy to address trash and litter is needed.  It was noted that Water Board members had previously suggested that in addition to efforts by individual municipalities, a multi-agency team should be formed to improve trash and litter control efforts.
· Frank Mandola noted that a simple outreach approach (door hangers at an apartment complex) appeared to address a trash problem area in Colma Creek.
· Ana Clayton suggested looking at trash receptacle density and noted that due to the large number of volunteers participating in last September's annual California Coastal Cleanup Day, additional locations may be needed for trash cleanups in future years, just to accommodate all of the volunteers.  Possibly some of the problem areas that the WAM studies have identified in creeks would be appropriate.
Subcommittee Work That Affects Other Subcommittees:  None.
Next Steps:
· The WAM Subcommittee is planning on conducting pilot work this year to evaluate potential trash sources and control measures.  Possible pilot locations include San Mateo Creek.
· Post field trip note: the July TAC meeting includes an agenda item to discuss the proposed 303(d) listing of creeks as impaired by trash and approaches to improving trash and litter controls in the context of the Municipal Regional Permit (MRP) that is under development.
Next Meeting Date:  Jon Konnan will discuss with Frank and then e-mail the WAM Subcommittee with a recommended date for the next meeting.
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