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Watershed Assessment and Monitoring (WAM) Subcommittee Report
Meeting Date: September 11, 2008
Subcommittee Action:  None.
Requested Technical Advisory Committee Action or Feedback/Guidance (if any):  None.
Other Information/Announcements:

· Jon Konnan announced that Kacey Karmendy has retired.  Kacey was a long time member of the WAM Subcommittee who always made excellent contributions to our meetings and will be missed by everyone.  Jon also announced that Habte Kifle is moving to another section of the Regional Water Board and Sue Ma will replace him as SMCWPPP’s case handler.

· Jon noted that one of SMCWPPP's municipalities recently performed some monitoring of a storm drain outfall.  Jon reminded the group that any municipality performing water quality monitoring should remember that Provision C.1 of SMCWPPP's current stormwater permit requires that if a municipality finds that their municipal stormwater discharge is causing or contributing to an exceedance of a water quality standard, the municipality must take certain steps that can be summarized as follows:

· “Promptly” notify the Regional Water Board, and

· Submit a report describing what current Best Management Practices (BMPs) are being implemented and what additional BMPs will be implemented to reduce or prevent the pollutant discharges causing the exceedance.

Citizen lawsuits were recently filed against two Los Angeles County municipalities for allegedly failing to follow similar permit requirements.  Jon noted that any municipality performing water quality monitoring should be familiar with Provision C.1 and be prepared to meet its requirements if necessary.  The Municipal Regional Permit (MRP) will likely have a provision similar to C.1.
· Jon noted that trash is a topic that is getting a lot of attention, given the somewhat onerous trash requirements in the draft MRP and Regional Water Board staff’s preliminary plan to propose that Colma and San Mateo Creeks (and other Bay Area creeks) be listed as impaired by trash through the Clean Water Act Section 303(d) listing process.  The group discussed various activities related to trash in urban creeks:

· On August 12, 2008, Paul Randall of EOA walked a section of Colma Creek with San Mateo County Public Works staff (Mark Chow) and City of South San Francisco staff (Frank Mandola).  The County and SSF conduct this creek walk four times a year.  It includes documenting trash conditions and mitigation efforts and is part of the County’s and SSF's efforts over the past several years to monitor and improve trash conditions in Colma Creek.  Much progress has been made via public outreach (e.g., door hangars), working with commercial facilities such as Costco, and through cleanups using the County Sheriff’s Offenders Program.  Photographs taken at three locations between December 2002 and April 2006 were previously submitted to Regional Water Board staff as potential evidence for trash impairment.  However, two of these locations were visited during the August 12 creek walk and trash levels were relatively low.
· Paul Randall reviewed the basic strategy for this year's pilot study in San Mateo Creek to investigate sources/pathways of trash in an urban creek.  The study area is an approximate one-half mile reach of San Mateo Creek where trash accumulation was identified during our fall 2006 Unified Stream Assessment (USA) creek walk, subsequent trash assessments, and a September 10, 2008 creek walk conducted by Paul and City of San Mateo staff.  The pilot study fieldwork will include additional creek walks of the study reach, trash assessments in the creek in trash accumulation locations, and litter audits in the surrounding watershed.  The first set of trash assessments will be performed in the very near future to establish a baseline before the September 20 Coastal Cleanup Day event.

· Jon noted that a pre-CASQA conference trash workshop will occur on September 22.

· At SMCWPPP’s recent Municipal Maintenance Subcommittee meeting, Fred Jarvis of EOA recommended that municipalities start planning now to apply near the end of the year for Proposition 84 grant funds to help meet the MRP’s trash control requirements.  Fred will send out additional information about possibly forming a Municipal Maintenance Subcommittee work group to assist with a grant application.  Fred asked whether it would potentially make sense for a WAM Subcommittee member to be part of the work group since we have been performing trash-related studies.

· A draft of the WAM Subcommittee’s fact sheet documenting SMCWPPP's efforts related to trash in urban creeks was recently distributed to SMCWPPP's TAC and several subcommittees.  Jane Gomery from the City of Burlingame commented that the draft fact sheet is “way too long” for anyone to read and asked if it could be reduced from four to two pages.  She also requested adding more general photos, noted that a map in the fact sheet was too small, and asked for addition of a succinct list of how the person reading it can help.  The subcommittee agreed that Jane was probably envisioning a different audience and a basic public outreach piece on the trash problem.  Our intent was to provide an informational piece for Regional Water Board staff, the general public, and environmental groups about the variety of current assessment and control actions that SMCWPPP is using to deal with the trash problem in local waterways and anticipated future actions.  The group decided that the fact sheet does not need substantial changes but SMCWPPP’s PIP Subcommittee should consider preparing a basic trash outreach piece for the general public (probably by adapting existing outreach pieces prepared by other agencies).

· The group discussed the three WAM-related sections of SMCWPPP’s recently updated web site.  These are 1) a public page accessed through the events calendar that includes meeting schedules, agendas and summaries, 2) a password-protected section that includes draft documents, and 3) a watershed map of San Mateo County.  Selected WAM component reports will be added to the public page in the near future.  Jon reminded the group that a password for access to the password-protected parts of the web site can be obtained from Sarah Pratt of San Mateo County Environmental Health and that an individual’s user name would be his or her first initial followed by his or her last name.  Sarah plans to create separate pages for each watershed that are accessed by clicking on that watershed on the main map.  These individual watershed pages will include pictures, links to relevant WAM reports, and creek/beach group information.  Jon noted that EOA can provide a more accurate watershed map.  Vern Bessey suggested including pictures of creeks within varying levels of urban development in a watershed and thus with varying levels of channel modification.

· The WAM Subcommittee needs a new chair because Frank Mandola is retiring.  The group congratulated Frank and thanked him for the great job he has done chairing the subcommittee.  Dermot Casey volunteered to be the new chair and everyone in the group was in favor of this.

· Jon briefed the group on the status of the monitoring section (Provision C.8) of the MRP.  On behalf of SMCWPPP, Jon attended a July 8 meeting to discuss Provision C.8 with Regional Water Board staff and other Bay Area stormwater program monitoring representatives.  In response to program representative's comments, staff stated at the meeting that they are willing to consider making some changes that will make the monitoring requirements more cost-effective and reduce the overall level of effort relative to the December 2007 MRP Tentative Order.  Following the meeting, Chris Sommers of EOA (the Santa Clara stormwater program's monitoring representative) put together a new proposed draft version of the MRP monitoring section.  Chris solicited comments on this from Jon and other Bay Area stormwater program monitoring representatives.  The comments were discussed at a follow-up meeting on August 6 with Bay Area stormwater program monitoring representatives and Geoff Brosseau.  At this meeting, Jon emphasized the need for estimating the cost for implementing the proposed monitoring requirements before SMCWPPP could provide buy-in.  Jon also noted that once we have the cost estimates we need to compare the level of effort among programs.  For example, the Santa Clara and Alameda programs are approximately twice as big as San Mateo and Contra Costa but the difference in cost for implementing the proposed monitoring provision is probably smaller than a factor of two.  Thus we may want to propose further reductions in SMCWPPP's level of effort to make the cost more proportional to our program size.  The August 6 meeting attendees agreed that cost estimates would be prepared and evaluated before we submit a new proposed Provision C.8 to Regional Water Board staff.
· Michael Finnegan, a science and math teacher at Pacific Rim International High School, asked the group whether they knew about opportunities for involving his students in real-life experiences in water quality protection, watershed science, etc.  The group provided several suggestions, including programs at local wastewater treatment plants.
Subcommittee Work That Affects Other Subcommittees: Jon will contact the chair of SMCWPPP’s PIP Subcommittee about the possibility of preparing a basic trash outreach piece for the general public.
Next Steps:
· EOA will write-up the results of the August 12, 2008 Colma Creek walk and include a recommendation that during the public 303(d) listing process the municipalities that discharge to Colma Creek challenge any proposed listing of the creek for trash impairment.

· Jon will e-mail the WAM Subcommittee a draft work plan for the trash pilot study in San Mateo Creek.

· Any suggestions regarding the WAM-related sections of SMCWPPP’s web site should be sent to Jon, Dermot and Sarah.

· Jon will continue to represent SMCWPPP during the development of the monitoring section of the MRP and will keep the WAM Subcommittee informed on the status of the negotiations.  Anyone who would like more detailed information about the process should feel free to contact Jon.

Next Meeting Date: Jon Konnan will discuss with Dermot and then e-mail the WAM Subcommittee with a recommended date for the next meeting.
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