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Why do we do stormwater 
inspections?

• Every city and the county are regulated under permit by the 
Federal CWA (NPDES)

• Implemented by the SWRCB
• Municipal Regional Permit (MRP)

• The MRP is broad, but requires implementation of a commercial / 
industrial site control program

• Inspect all businesses which “could reasonably be 
considered to cause or contribute to pollution of 
stormwater runoff.”

• We are audited and subject to penalties



Why are we doing 
stormwater inspections?

• Failure to do inspections cause 
compliance issues for us

• Risk NOV/NOD from 
the SFRWQCB

• Risk fines
• Risk Scrutiny from 

decision makers
• Diminish our reputation 

as public servants
• Environmental protection?

• We should want to 
minimize impacts to our 
water resources

• Wilford Brimley Rule



Terminology

• What are we 
protecting?

– Receiving waters
- creeks, streams, 
lagoons, the Bay, 
and the ocean

(Surface water bodies)



Receiving Waters



Receiving Waters



Receiving Waters



Terminology

• Where does stormwater go?
– MS4 - Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System

• A conveyance, or system of conveyances, including roads 
with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, 
curbs, gutters, ditches, manmade channels, or storm drains

• MS4 is not the sanitary sewer
• MS4 is not a combined system



Terminology • MS4 - Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System
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Terminology • MS4 - Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System



Terminology
Stormwater –surface runoff and drainage … 

derived from rainfall



Terminology
Stormwater –surface 
runoff and drainage … 
derived from rainfall



Terminology

• Nonstormwater – any 
discharge that is not entirely 
composed of stormwater (except 
those exempted in C.15 or noted 
within a NPDES permit)



• Nonstormwater



Terminology

• “Pollutants of Concern” – dredged soil, solid waste, 
treated drinking water, sewage, sewage sludge, garbage, 
munitions, chemical wastes, biological materials, 
radioactive materials, wrecked or destroyed equipment, 
rock, sand, cellar dirt and industrial, municipal, and 
agricultural waste discharge into water.

– Some of these pollutants trigger action from 
other programs!



Terminology

• Pollutant – also includes any 
increment or increase in the 
total volume of stormwater 
runoff resulting from any activity 
or development.



Terminology

• Discharge – Any addition of any pollutant to navigable waters 
(receiving waters) from any point sources or any addition of any 
pollutant to the waters of the ocean from any point source, except 
watercraft/vessels (ordinance)

• More broadly, it can also mean a release or flow of stormwater or
nonstormwater from a conveyance system or storage container 
(e.g., a facility or the MS4)



(New) 
Terminology

• Actual Discharge –
• Observed or documented 
flow of unauthorized, illicit, or 
pollutant- containing 
stormwater discharges to the 
MS4.



Terminology • Actual Discharge –



(New) 
Terminology

• Potential Discharge – Conditions with the potential to 
result in unauthorized, illicit, or pollutant-containing 
stormwater discharges to the MS4. These include, but are 
not limited to, housekeeping issues, inadequate waste or 
materials management, evidence of actual discharges that 
are not ongoing, lack of emergency response plans, lack of 
MBPs, inadequate BMPs, and inappropriate BMPs.



Terminology • Actual or Potential Discharge?



Terminology

• Illicit Discharge – Any discharge to an 
MS4 system that is prohibited under 
local, State, or federal statues, 
ordinances, codes, or regulations. The 
term illicit discharge includes all non-
stormwater discharges not composed 
entirely of stormwater and discharges 
that are identified under Section A 
(Discharge Prohibitions) of this Permit. 
The term illicit discharge does not 
include discharges that are regulated by 
an NPDES permit (other than the 
DNPDES permit for discharges to the 
MS4)or authorized by the Executive 
Officer.



Illicit 
Discharge

• Discharges that contain:

• Dirt or Soil

• Construction runoff

• Paint

• Saw Cut

• Masonry Wash

• Soapy Water

• Hazardous Liquids

• Dissolved Metals

• Oil and Grease

• Food Products

• Trash



Illicit 
Discharge



Terminology

• Permitted Discharge –
• Stormwater that does not carry pollutants from a facility/operations
• Discharge from emergency fire fighting operations
• Residential pool draining provided conditions are met *
• Groundwater, sump, fountain pumping *
• Discharges allowed by an NPDES Permit
• Residential car washing…?

• * Must meet the conditions in C.15



Terminology
Permitted Discharge – Emergency Operations



Terminology
Permitted Discharge – Pool Drainage



Terminology
Permitted Discharge – NPDES Permitted



Inspector 
Resources

MRP



Inspector Resources
Ordinance



Inspector Resources
BIP / ERP



Inspector 
Resources

CASQA



Inspector 
Resources
Example 
Enforcement 
Letters
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