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Pacifica 2018

First city in San Mateo County to ban

• Plastic straws

• Plastic utensils

• Plastic stirrers



Starbucks Pacifica

• Reusable cups

• Reusable plates

• Reusable trays

• Paper straws

• Wooden utensils



Reuse policy in Pacifica 
2023



Reuse policy in Pacifica 
2023

Taqueria
Pacifica

Kenny’s







Resources:

We bs ite

Ins tagram

Face book

Reusable San Mateo County is a 
coalition of organizations, businesses, and 
community members who work to reduce 
plastic pollution to safeguard our public 
health, communities, and environment by 
championing a reusable culture. 

Our Mission is to enable the move away 
from disposable, single-use foodware 
(clamshells, cups, utensils, etc.) to reusable 
foodware through policy and on-the-ground 
solutions.

https://www.reusablesanmateocounty.org/
https://www.instagram.com/reusablesmc/
https://www.facebook.com/Reusable-San-Mateo-County-103893651951744


Cities with Reuse 
Policies

Half Moon 
Bay

CITY Dine-In 
Reusable
s

25¢ Cup 
Charge

25¢ 
Container 
Charge

Takeout 
Reusables 
Program*

Arcata Passed Passed Passed

Berkeley Passed Passed Active

Culver City Passed
Daly City Passed

Fairfax Passed Passed

Half Moon Bay Passed

Palm Springs Passed

Pacifica Passed

Redwood City In 
Progress

San Anselmo Passed Passed Pilot

Santa Cruz City & 
Co

Passed

San Francisco Considering Considerin
g

Considering Active

Santa Rosa Passed In Progress

Sebastopol Passed
Vancouver Passed Active
Watsonville Passed Passed Pilot

Half Moon 
Bay

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Rw1vkiKGYm8xdbZSE11Mh_DKjkqKcXYvqb40CEulw48/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.cityofarcata.org/DocumentCenter/View/9466/1527-Single-Use-Plastics-Title-V-Chapter-35-PDF


Pacifica Restaurants: Conversion to Dine - in 
Reusables Potential Waste Reduction

Mix Reusables 
/Disposables 
• Dine In:  Mostly 

Reusables, Some 
Plastics

Mostly Reusables:
• Dine In: Reusables

All Disposables:
• Dine In: Mix of 

Plastics/Food 
Wrappers

All Disposables:
• Dine In: Mix of 

Plastics/Food 
Wrappers

# Items :          3,580,801
Lbs. Waste :         27,027

# Items :         2,201,579
Lbs. Waste :        54,730

# Items :       
3,039,703
Lbs. Waste :     36,743

Total Waste Reduction 
from ALL Restaurants
▪ 8,822,083 items 
▪ 118,499 pounds

FAST FOOD: 15 
(16%)

DINE- IN     ~25%
TAKE-OUT ~75%

FULL SERVICE: 40 
(44%)

DINE- IN    ~80 %
TAKE-OUT ~20 %

FAST CASUAL: 
14 (15%)

DINE- IN    ~4 0 %
TAKE-OUT ~60 %

CAFÉ/BAKERY/ 
SNACKS: 23 (25%)

DINE- IN     ~20 %
TAKE-OUT ~80 %



FAST FOOD: 15 
(16%)

DINE- IN     ~25%
TAKE-OUT ~75%

FAST CASUAL: 
14 (15%)

DINE- IN    ~40%
TAKE-OUT ~60%

FULL SERVICE: 40 
(44%)

DINE- IN    ~80%
TAKE-OUT ~20%

CAFÉ/BAKERY/ 
SNACKS: 23 (25%)

DINE- IN     ~20%
TAKE-OUT ~80%

Pacifica Restaurants: Conversion to Dine - in 
Reusables Potential Cost Savings

Mix 
Reusables/Disposable
s 
• Dine In:  Mostly 

Reusables, Some 
Plastics

Mostly Reusables:
• Dine In: Reusables

All Disposables:
• Dine In: Mix of 

Plastics/Food 
Wrappers

All Disposables:
• Dine In: Mix of 

Plastics/Food 
Wrappers

RESTAURANT : $4,687 avg
($416 - $8,957 range)
SECTOR :           $65,611

RESTAURANT :  $5,317  avg        
($678 - $20,517 range) 
SECTOR :             $74,438

RESTAURANT : $4,319 avg
($1,739 - $6,898 range)

SECTOR :            $99,326

ANNUAL COST SAVINGS
Average Restaurant:   $4,694 
Entire Sector:  
$239,374



Dine-In Reusables 
Fast Food Case 
Study - J&J 
Hawaiian BBQ

• $20,517 in annual savings after payback period
• 9,722 pounds of annual waste reduction
• 311,313 disposable items reduced per year



REUSE WINS

20

- Reduces waste and single-use

- Lower carbon emissions and water use

- Saves $$$

- Improved diner and employee satisfaction 

- Reduced litter prone packaging 

- Business innovation and reuse models 

support local policies

- Reduces impact of migration of harmful 

chemicals from single use foodware
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