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PESTICIDE USE MONITORING 
INSPECTION ~ WHAT TO 
EXPECT

COMMON VIOLATIONS

CARBON MONOXIDE PEST 
CONTROL DEVICE



County Ag Inspector



Do you handle
Pesticides?

• Mixing/Loading

• Transferring

• Applying

• Servicing or Cleaning 
Equipment with Residue

• Working With Open 
Containers



Pesticide Use Monitoring Inspection

• PPE

• Labeling

• Safety

• Storage



Pesticide Application 
Inspection ~ PPE

• One- or two-piece garment  

• Closely woven fabric 

• Covers the entire body except 
head, hands, and feet

• Provided by the employer as 
PPE

What is required by regulation? ~ CCR 6738

14 MIL

ANSI Z87

WARNING 

OR DANGER



Pesticide Application 
Inspection ~ PPE

What is required by the label? ~ FAC 12973

• Long Sleeved Shirt

• Long Pants 

• Shoes with Socks

• Different requirements for 

mix/load and application?



How to Choose Gloves

If not label specific can use:

• Rubber

• Neoprene

• Other chemical-

resistant



How to Choose Protective Eyewear



CCR 6738

The Employer Shall:

• Provide All Required PPE
• Daily Inspection and Cleaning
• Repair or Replace Damaged or 

Contaminated PPE
• Assure that PPE is Stored Correctly
• Assure that PPE is Used Correctly
• Keep and Wash Potentially Contaminated 

PPE
• Assure that Employees DO NOT Take 

Potentially Contaminated PPE Home



Pesticide Use Monitoring Inspection ~ Labeling

• Registered Label of Product

• Labeling Site/Rate

• Pesticide Container Labeling

• Service Container Labeling



Registered Label of Product ~ CCR 6602 & FAC 12973

▪ Registered for Use in CA

▪ Entire Label

▪ Contains Information for:

• PPE

• Site/Rate

• Target Species

• Environmental Hazards

• Storage and Disposal

LABEL IS 

THE LAW



Pesticide Container Labeling ~ CCR 6676

• Any Container That Holds or Has 

Held Pesticide

• When Stored Or Transported

• SHALL Carry Registrant’s Label



Service Container Labeling ~ CCR 6678

• Any Container other than original

• Used to store or transport dilute or 
concentrated pesticide

• Name & address of the business

• Name of the pesticide

• Signal word

14



Rodenticide Bait Stations



Pesticide Use
Monitoring 
Inspection ~
Safety

• Handler Training

• Respiratory Protection Training

• Emergency Medical Care

• Safe Equipment

• Protection of 
Persons/Animals/Property

• Decontamination Facility



Handler Training ~ 
CCR 6724

• Annual Training

• DPR Specified 23 Items

• For Each Product 
Handled

• Keep Records for 2 
Years



Handler Training ~ 
CCR 6724

How To Read and 
Understand the Label

• Precautionary statements  
about human health 
hazards



Handler Training 
~ CCR 6724

Safe Application of 
Pesticides

• Do Not Apply in a 
Manner that Results 
in Contact with 
Persons Not Involved 
in Application

• Environmental 
Concerns



Handler Training ~ CCR 6724

•PPE

•Routine Decontamination

•First Aid



Handler Training ~ CCR 6724

• Risks & Symptoms of Exposure

• Treated surfaces

• Residues on clothing, PPE, application 
equipment 

• Drift

• Emergency Medical Care



Handler Training ~ CCR 6724

Protecting You 

and Your Family

NEVER TAKE 

PESTICIDES HOME



Handler Training ~ CCR 6724

The Employee’s Rights:

• Receive Information About Pesticides

• Physician to Receive Information About Pesticides

• Protected Against Retaliatory Action

• Report Suspected Use Violations



Respiratory Protection ~ CCR 6739

• Respirator Required by Label or Employer Policy

• Voluntary Use Exemption ~ Filtering Facepiece

• Elastomeric and Employer Provided? 

TRAINING IS REQUIRED



Respiratory Protection 
Training ~ CCR 6739



Emergency Medical Care ~ 
CCR 6726

• Arranged in Advance by Employer

• Medical Facility Info POSTED



Emergency Medical Care 
~ CCR 6726

• In Case of a Potential Exposure Employer Must Provide 

Immediate Transportation to Facility

• Employer Must Provide: 

• Product Names 

• SDSs 

• EPA Registration #s 

• Active Ingredients

• Exposure Details



Safe Equipment ~ 
CCR 6742

• All Equipment Used by 
Employees to Apply or Mix 
and Load Any Pesticides

• Good Repair & Safe to Use

• No Leaks

• Clean Nozzles



• Safety defects must be 
repaired before use.

• Tank openings must have
covers.

• Warning or Danger 
Pesticides

Safe Equipment ~ 
CCR 6742



Protection of Persons/Animals/Property ~ CCR 6614

• Are there people or 

animals present?

• Are bees actively 

foraging?

• Is it windy?

• Is it raining?



Decontamination 
Facility ~ CCR 6734

WARNING OR DANGER 
PESTICIDES

• Within 100 feet of the mixing 
and loading site:
• Sufficient water
• Sufficient soap
• Sufficient single use towels
• One clean change of coveralls 
at each decontamination site



What Does Sufficient 
Water Mean?

• 3 Gallons per Handler

• Running Tap within 100 Feet



Decontamination ~ 
Eye Flushing

• Currently not Required by 
Regulation for Non-
Production Agriculture

• BUT HIGHLY RECOMMENDED!

• CCR 6734 Under Review and 
Will Be Open for Public 
Comment Soon



• Pesticide Storage

• Containers Secured/Attended

• Proper Pesticide Transport

• PPE Storage

Pesticide Use Monitoring Inspection ~ Storage



Pesticide Storage ~ 
CCR 6680



• Attended (within sight) or in a 
locked enclosure if they present 
a hazard 

• Proximity to public

• Don’t store pesticides inside  cab 

Containers Secured/Attended 
~ CCR 6670



Containers Secured/Attended ~ CCR 6670

All containers or 
equipment that holds or 

has held pesticides

Responsible Person in 
Vicinity as to Maintain 

Control
Prevent Contact by 

Unauthorized Persons



Proper Pesticide Transport ~ CCR 6682

Pesticides Shall 
Not Be 
Transported in 
Compartment with 
Persons, Feed, or 
Food



• Triple rinse at time of use  
and use rinse solution on site

• Don’t transport un-rinsed 
containers

• Recommended: Puncture 
containers 

Containers Properly 

Rinsed ~ CCR 6684



PPE Storage ~ CCR 6738

All Clean PPE

Kept separate from 
personal clothing

Store in Clean and 
Pesticide-free, Specifically 

Designated Place



DPR Business Licensing: 
MGB vs. Ag PCB

Landscape Businesses 
Contracted by Municipalities:

MUST BE LICENSED as AG PCB

in order to
Perform Pest Control in

Rights-of-Way, Parks, Golf Courses, 
Cemeteries, and Nurseries

Pesticide applications on public lands 
need written recommendations from 

PCA



Maintenance Gardener Business

• Incidental pest control along with primary gardening activities 

• Mowing lawns, engaging in general yard cleanup, and/or taking care 

of plants and turf in:

• Outdoor ornamental and garden areas surrounding public structures 

• Outdoor ornamental and garden areas surrounding commercial parks

• Parks, golf courses, cemeteries that are separate and distinct from 

the plantings that constitute open space landscaping 

• QAL (B) or QAC (B or Q)



Ag PCB License Categories

•B: Landscape Maintenance~ 



Ag PCB License Categories

C. Right-of-Way



Ag PCB License Categories



Most Common Violations

#1 PPE!!

#2 Emergency Medical Care

#3 Service Container Labeling

#4 Registered Label
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Carbon Monoxide Pest Control Device

• Pesticide-free method to get rid of burrowing rodents.

• Carbon monoxide machine pumps carbon monoxide into their burrow system, 
leaving no harmful chemicals behind, which causes the burrowing rodent to faint 
before suffering asphyxiation. 



Large Device

• Injects carbon monoxide into the 
rodent’s burrow system using 
multiple tubes

• Each tube has a probe at the end 
that is used to find burrow 
runways and spread the treatment 
throughout the burrow



Medium Device

• Introduces a combination of 
carbon monoxide and smoke into 
the rodent’s burrow system

• The smoke helps identify 
openings in the burrow system 
that should be plugged to 
increase success



Small Device

• Portable

• Introduces carbon monoxide 
into rodent burrow system

• Multiple treatments may be 
required to manage specific 
pests like gophers



Regulations that need to be  
followed when operating these pest 
management devices

These  can be found in Title 3, California Code of 
Regulations(CCR) 6695, and are summarized here:

NEW effective Oct. 2022



1. Must have an Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) number and warning label

2. Can only be used to manage burrowing rodents 

and should not be used on burrows that are

occupied by non-target species.

Examples of non-target pests:

Burrowing owls

San Francisco garter snake

Tree squirrels



3. Cannot be used inside structures 

whether occupied or not.

4. Wear protective eye-wear while 

operating the device



5. Cannot be used within a certain distance of a 
structure inhabited by people or livestock, 
whether occupied or not, as follows: 

• 50ft when managing ground squirrels or field 
mice

• 100ft when managing gophers

• 65ft when managing all other burrowing 
rodent pests (Ex. Voles, Norway Rats, Moles)



6. Report to DPR if use of these devices causes any adverse effect to 

human health or safety, property, or the environment.  



7. Retain records for 2 years and make them available to DPR or the 

commissioner when requested.

Records must include: 

a. Date 

b. Property Operator’s name

c. Address 

d. Site type 

e. Length of application



Avneet Kakkar
akakkar@smcgov.org
(650) 363-4700
smateoag@co.sanmateo.ca.us
https://agwm.smcgov.org/


